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Wednesday, 10 o'clock. A. r.r. 
December 22, 1847. 

Senate met-roll called. The following Se11ators answered 
to their naml!s: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Bra!"hear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grime:::, J ewett, KcRac, Navarro, Parker, Per
kins, Phillip:;;, Wallace, \Villi ams and W ooton--quorum pres
ent 'rl1c Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gage presented the petition of sundry citizens of Chero
kee and a portion of Nacogdoches and llouston counties, pray
ing for a new connty, which, 

On motion of l\Ir. Gage, WM referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Clark om·red the following Resolution: 
"Re~oh·ed, That the Secretary of State be, and he is hereby 

requested to furnish the Senate with a statement of the enume
ration of the inhabitants of the State, as made to him by the 
Assessors and Collectors of Taxes, of the several counties of the 
State, in view of the arrangement by the present Legislature of 
representation as required by the 29th section of the 3d Article 
of the Constitution:" adopted. 

Mr. Burleson offered the following Resolution: 
"Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed on the 

part of the Senate, to act in conjt:mction with a committee of 
the IIou:;e, to make suitable arraugements for the reception of 
the remains of the late gallant Capt. Samuel H. Walker:'" 
adopted. 

Messrs. Burleson, Dancy and }Jbillips were appointed said 
committee. 

l\'Ir. Jewett, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled an act, 
to provide for vesting in the State escheated property ; read 
1st time. . 

Mr. Phillips, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
for the punishment of crimes and misdemeanors, which waa 
read 1st time. 

A message was received from the House, through its chief 
clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill, informing the Senate that 1he Horu;e 
had unanimou;;ly adopted a Resolution, appoihting a joint com
mittee of the Legistature, to make suitable arra1:_&~ments for 
lhc reception of the remains of the late Capt. S. H. walker, and 



had appointed :\Icssr.s. Robert~oo, Railey, Trion, Allen, L ewis 
and l\lcCown, said committee on the part of thr l louse. 

1\Ir. P hillip:i introduced a bill to be entitled an act, to amend 
the Ele,·cnth Scctio11 of an act, c11titled ".\n AN d1•fining the 
oflice u.ncl dutie::1 of coroners," app1·ovcd 1\Ia.y 13th, 18-!G: read 
ftr:>t tim<'. 

On motion of Mr. Phillip81 the following rom1n1111icatioM 
from the Secretary of State, nn<l the C..:omrni8::1ioncr of the Gene· 
ral Land Oflice, were read: 

s~:cll£T,RY 01' SrA'l'•:'11 0FPCE, l 
A.u:itin, Dec. ~31, 1847. ~ 

Tv tile IIcmorable lite Presidrnt of /lie Srnatc: 

Sir-I had the honor thi~ moruing to r<'cci\"*' the rc~olution 
of the Sl•natc, in relation to thr ''. \rchh•t•:j from the original de
partment of Bexar," and in reply l havl' to t'lntc that on ye i.er
day afternoon, George Van 'Nc,;'11 c>lerk of the c·onnty con:• of 
Bexar, acc·ornpanied by V. E. Howard, J•!~q., called al the State 
Office, and .inquired i1 there were not somt~ boxc~ of paper:> left 
here bdoll!;ing to Bexar! I replied that there were three bo).e~ 
jn tlie pa-;suge, which had been ·enl here from the General Land 
Office, where they tr.id hccn examined, ond 1hc papcr:i relating 
to the <Jc11cral J .anJ Ofiicc taken Olli, an<l I 1111cl1•r.:;too<l that the 
<locnmcnts remaining belon;cd to the, county of of Bexar, 
Early thi~ morning, before brcaldacit, Mr. Yun Ness ('amc witlr 
a wagon and look the three box:c:!, 8aying that .if there were any 
paper~ iu them 11ot belonging to llcxD.r, they i;hould be return
ed. 1 have knowu nothing of thrsc boxPs, cxct•pl the general 
umlcr.,tanding that they coutajned the archive.-1 of the old muoi
cip:.ility of Bexar. 

Mr. V.111 :\css a.-<snrc~ me that the boxe~ arc s1ill in town, 
11.11'.l v.-ill lw detained and held s ubjcc•t to tht• order of the tlcnate. 

Re.;pectfully, your obedient !<errn.nt, 
DAVID G. Bl 'R~ET. 
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GENERAL LAND OFFICE, l 
December 21, 1847. f 

To tM H onmah/,e tile President of lite Senate: 

Sir-In reply to the resolution of the H onorable Senate, of 
the 20th instaot, requiring the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to communicate to that body, "whether or not any 
Archives from the o rigi nal department of Bexar are now in bis 
office; anc.1, if so, whether or not, any of imch Archives relate 
to the land titles of this State." I herewith enclose a statement 
from the 8panibh dcrk of this officr, who examined the Archives 
alluded to, and which I tmst will be i;atisfatory. 

Some of the .Archives referred to have laid in this officetmtil 
this morning, from whence they were removed by the Authori
ties of Bexar county, previous to the receipt of the resolution 
of the SPnate. 

I have the·honor to be, with great respect, 
your very obedient servant, 

, '!'HOS. WM. WARD. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, I 
Austin, 21st December, 1847. J 

To the B<YMrable Tlws. Wm. Ward, 
Commissi<mer of ti~ General Land Office, : 

Sil-In obedience to the resolution of the Hon. the Senate of 
the State of Texas, directed to you under date 20th instant, re
questing you to communicate, whether or not any Archives 
from the original department of Bexar arc now in this office, 
a nd if so, whether or not any of such Archives relate to the land 
titles of this State, I have the honor to report, that, on the"l3th 
October, 1846, five large and two small boxes, containing Span· 
ish doc:umcnts were received in this office, from the office of the 
Secretary ofSliltc,for examination; that, according to yourin
structions, I h'lvc examined tl-.e contents of those boxes, and 
have' compiled all the la nd titles and papers having reference to 
Lands, Colonization, Missions, Emprc~ario Contracts, Orders:t 
Decrees, and laws of Spain, Mexico, and Coahuila and Texas 
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within the limits of Texas proper, and some of Coahuila. wbkh 
were found in the said boxes. 'l'hat thr remaining part of the 
papers relate to matters belonging to the P robate Courts and 
other departamenta~ and city mutters of Bexar, Goliad, and 
Nacogdoches, and the miHtary and revenue service, the a<lminis· 
tratiou of jn:;ticc, political matter:!, revolutionary movement"', 
proclamations, &c., of the country, from its ~cttlemcnl to the 
eml of 1835. 

I have the honor to be, respectfn lly, 
your obedient servant, 

GEO . .FISHER, 
Spanish Clerk General Land Office. 

Mr. Williamson offered the following Resolution : 
"Re!';olv<'d, 'l'hat permi:lsion be given to (:}eorge Yan Ne.~, 

county clerk of Besar county, to transmit to "aid county the 
paper:i now in his possession, received from the State Depart· 
ment under the Msurance of hil-1 returning to the GC'neralLand 
Office paper;i relating to laud title:i of grneral intcrc;;t: adopted· 

On motion of l\Ir. Parker, the nomination of the Hon. Amos 
Clark, as Judge of the Sixth Judicial District, was taken up and 
referred to a select committee, with power to t'Clld for per,:ons 
and papers. 

MesHr;i. Parker, Gage, Jewett, Willfomson and 'Villiams 
were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Waliaf'e presented sundry docmncnlll jn relation to said 
nomination, which were .read and referred to sni<l i;clect com
millcc. 

Mr. Gage presented sundry resolutions adopted at n meeting 
of tliC' members of the Bnr, in atteml:rncc npon the District 
Court of IIender.:;on county; which were read and referred to 
the same t•ommittee. 

Mr. \Valla.cc otfore<l the following Resolution! 
"Resoli:nl, That n committe<' ol t11rcc be appointed by the 

Scoute, to wait upon the Hon. House of Reprc:lcntati\'e:l of the 
State of Tcxa::, and through the Hon. Speaker thereof, to request 
that they will, at their earliest convenience, transmit to the Sen
ate all :-.uch bills ancl resolutions on the file of 1111fini~hed busi
ness of the House of Reprcscntati\'Ct-t1 a.~ originated in the Sen
ate, <luring the last session of tbc Legi!<latme :'' adopted. 

l\fossrs. \Vallace, Cuny and McRae were appointed said 
committee. 
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l\Ir. Abbott introduced joint resolution authorizing and re
quiring the GoYcrnor to propose a i;alc of the public lan<ll:i to 
du~ P nitcd State:,: rC'ad ht time. 

Senate then proccc<lcd to the orders of the day: 
A bill to be entitled an act, to provide for the location of the 

county l'itc of Gray:<on county : rood 2d time, and referred to 
the committee on countic · and Coumy Boundaricl'; 

A bill to be eutitlc<l an act, better to define the boundary of 
Gray,;on county : rl'ad 2d time, and referred to the committee 
on C'ountics an<l r·oun:y boundaric~. 

Mr. Pcrkips ollcrecl the following Rc:1olution: 
Rcsoh•cd, 'l'h:it the committee 011 contingent expenses he in· 

struC'led to make arrangt:mcnts to pay the postmaster, out of 
the contingent fund for the use of the Senate, the postage on 
any and a ll newspaper::; and public document::i, on which poi;t· 
age is r(•quircd by law to be paid, whid1 may be ::;ent through 
the postoliicc by the mcmbcrj of the Senate during the present 
1;c:-1:- ion: adoptcJ. 

'fhc Presidcut of the Senate a ppointed the following standing 
committee::;: 

Committee on B11gro::;:;cd Bill~Mcs:;rs. Perkin~, Jewett, 
Mc·Ra<.• and Grirnc:-i. 

On Bnrollc<l Bilb-1\fos:m~. Abbott, Wootten; Gage and Bur· 
leson. 

'fhe committee on Engrossed Bills made the following Re· 
port: 

SENATE CnAMtn:n. l 
December 22d, 1847. ~ 

Ilon. Jolin A. c:rrer, Prcsidou of the Senate: 

The commit1C(' on Engro~~ed Bill:s ha,·e examined a joint 
rc~olntion "to repeal 1hc join• rc.,;olution granting farther time 
for the payment of govermu ·1l. dnes and t11e n•turn of field 
notc:-1," anci finding the same correctly engrossed, have directed 
me to report accordingly. 

S. '\V. PERKINS, Chairman. 

On motion of i\Ir. Burle.::on, the Senate adjourned uutil 3 
o'clock, p. m. 
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3 o'clock, p. m. 

Senate met-rnll called-quorum present. 
l\Ir. Parkins oOered the following Resolution: 
"Resolved, That the Hon. Antonio N,;:l.\'atro, Senator from 

Bexar county, be allowed an interpreter for the present session, 
o.nd that su~h interpreter be allowed, out of the contingent fund 
for the use of the Senate, three dollars per day while employed 
as such :" adopted. 

On motion of .Mr. Cqny, the Sen::ite adjourned until to-mor
row morning, 10 o'clock. 

--" 
Thursday, 10 o'clock, a. ro. 

December 23d, 1847. 

Senate met-roll called-The following Senators answered 
to their names : 

Messrs. Abbott, B ourland, Brashear, Burleson; Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grjme:5, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phil
lips, Wallace, Williams and Wootten---quorum present-The 
Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Jewett introduced a bill to be en titled an act, to prohibit 
the sale or disposal of powder, lood, or spirituous liquors to 
Indians : read :bt time. · 

Mr. Wallace otf~red t'hc foll<1'\vi~ Rcsolttion: 
"Resolved, That the Lieutenant Governor of tha State, no\v pre

siding, ex <r/!icw, a::> Pre:>ideut of the Senate thereof, appoint all 
the stand ing committees of the Senate, in his discretion, for and 
during the present ses::>in of the Legislature of said State; it 
being one of hi::> prerogatives to do so, and it devolving upon 
him otherwise according to Parliamentary usage, as under
stood by the Senate :" adopted. 

Mr. Gage o!fore<l the following Resolution : 
"Resolved, That a special collUUittee of five be appointed, 

whose duty it shall be to take into consideration, and report to 
the Senate by hill or otherwise, as to the best probable mode of 
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